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Letters to the Editor (LTE)

Letters to the editor are one of the most effective ways to raise awareness of masked ICE enforcement in your community. They show local decision-makers that people are paying attention, asking for accountability, and spreading the message to neighbors, parents, educators, and voters. You can find instructions on how to submit a letter to the editor directly on a news outlet’s website—it is typically submitted either via email or a submission form electronically.

Tips For Writing an LTE

· Keep It Brief: 150–250 words is best. Each publication has its own guidelines, but typically following this will put you in the sweet spot.
· Be Local: Mention your town, school, or community—and the impacts they are facing thanks to masked ICE enforcement— to make it relevant.
· Share Your Story: Share why this issue matters to you as a parent, educator, or community member.
· Stay on Track: Focus on the issue at hand: ICE is deploying masked anonymity, enabling bad actors to take advantage and harm communities. 
· Call to Action: End your piece by urging your local elected leaders and/or officials to speak up and act.

LTE Example Template
Dear editor, 

As a [PARENT/EDUCATOR/COMMUNITY MEMBER] in [TOWN/CITY}, I am horrified by the practice of ICE enforcement agents wearing masks while conducting operations in our community. 

In my [CLASSROOM/SCHOOLS/COMMUNITY/NEIGHBORHOOD], children and families already feel unsafe when they see masked men with guns. I see every day how fear affects them, with fewer kids playing outside, families staying home, and our streets empty as masked operators parade themselves around.  

This policy of anonymous masking makes it impossible to know who is really law enforcement. Across the country, we’ve seen people pretending to be ICE officers who have robbed, assaulted, and even kidnapped. No one should have to wonder whether the person in a mask is a real officer or someone intending to do harm—this policy only stokes fear and breeds distrust.

I urge our [local officials / members of Congress ] to take immediate action to end this reckless practice and restore transparency and accountability to law enforcement. Our communities—and especially our children—deserve better and should be able to grow up without fear of masked, armed men taking them or their loved ones away.

Sincerely, 

[INSERT NAME]
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