Chair
Fatima Goss Graves
National Women’s Law Center

Vice Chairs

Derrick Johnson

NAACP

Thomas A. Saenz

Mexican American Legal Defense and
Educational Fund

Secretary & Treasurer
Lee A. Saunders
AFSCME

Directors

Liz Shuler

AFL-CIO

Maria Town

American Association of People with
Disabilities

Gloria L. Blackwell

American Association of University Women
Anthony Romero

American Civil Liberties Union

Randi Weingarten

American Federation of Teachers

Jenin Younes

American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee
Jonathan Greenblatt

Anti-Defamation League

Maya Berry

Arab American Institute

John C. Yang

Asian Americans Advancing Justice | AAJC
Virginia Kase Solomén

Common Cause

Cheryl Turner

Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Incorporated
Kelley Robinson

Human Rights Campaign

Shawn Fain

International Union, UAW

Lilly Simmering

Japanese American Citizens League

Amy Spitalnick

Jewish Council for Public Affairs

Damon Hewitt

Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights Under Law
Juan Proafio, CEO

League of United Latin American Citizens
Celina Stewart

League of Women Voters of the United States
Janai Nelson

NAACP Legal Defense & Educational Fund, Inc
Larry Wright, Jr.

National Congress of American Indians
Jody Rabhan

National Council of Jewish Women
Rebecca Pringle

National Education Association

Lisa Rice

National Fair Housing Alliance

Kim Villanueva

National Organization for Women

Jocelyn Frye

National Partnership for Women & Families
Marc Morial

National Urban League

Svante Myrick

People for the American Way

Rabbi Jonah Pesner

Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism
April Verrett

Service Employees International Union
Harman Singh

Sikh Coalition

Bryan Fair

Southern Poverty Law Center

Janet Murguia

UnidosUS

President and CEOQ
Maya Wiley

202.466.3311 voice
202.466.3435 fax
www.civilrights.org

1620 L Street, NW
Suite 1100
Washington, DC
20036

The Leadership Conference
on Civil and Human Rights

7\

’ e The Leadership
Conference

August 8th, 2026

The Leadership Conference Condemns
Senate Confirmation of Todd Blanche as Attorney General

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Maya Wiley, president and CEO of The Leadership Conference on
Civil and Human Rights, released the following statement after the Senate voted 50-49 to
confirm Todd Blanche as Attorney General of the United States:

“Today, the Senate handed the Justice Department to a man who does not believe it belongs
to the American people, and he spent two years proving it. Congress built that Department in
1870 to secure the rights of newly freed people, and neither that mission nor the Civil Rights
Division survives a leader who treats the law as a tool for protecting one man and punishing
his critics. A majority of the Senate decided it could live with that.

Blanche’s record is clear. Just some of his abuses include firing Erez Reuveni, the career
lawyer who told a federal judge the truth about the wrongful deportation of Kilmar Abrego
Garcia, knowing full well the personal consequences he may face. Blanche turned the
Department’s investigative power against civil rights organizations and the people who shine
a light on extremism and hate crimes, which have claimed too many of our family members,
friends, and neighbors. Blanche signed a memo trying to permanently bar the government
from pursuing claims against the president and his family, shielding them, yet refusing
everyday people justice. He is still finding ways to give taxpayer money to people who
attacked this country. He has stated his intention to end all access to reproductive healthcare
and to interfere with state law. He left survivors of Jeffrey Epstein’s sex trafficking, like
Dani Bensky, waiting for answers he never intended to give, while failing to prosecute
claims or take responsibility for re-traumatizing them with incompetent and unlawful
disclosures of their personal information and images.

The warnings came from people with no partisan stake in the outcome: a large and diverse
coalition of non-partisan, non-profit organizations, more than 1,200 former Justice
Department employees, the New York City Bar Association, 101 former judges, and Epstein
survivors who described what his misconduct cost them.

Todd Blanche is a man wholly undeserving and unfit to serve as the Attorney General of the
United States.

And still, the senators who cast the deciding votes to confirm Blanche decided to accept his
empty promises rather than stand up for equal justice on behalf of their constituents. Doubt
expressed in a hallway and abandoned on the floor is not oversight. It’s a performance.
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The Department Blanche now runs is supposed to ensure every voter can cast a ballot for leaders who are
accountable to us, makes sure we all have equal opportunity at work and school, or could decide whether
armed federal immigration agents can harass voters at polling places. Millions of Americans depend on
the Justice Department carrying out its mission, and we will carry the consequences when the individual
who leads it acts as the president’s personal lawyer instead of the people’s attorney.

A confirmation does not end our fight to protect our communities. Congress retains the power to conduct
oversight, to control appropriations, and to raise questions about an officer who abuses public trust. We
will be urging them to use that power. We will watch and document what this Attorney General does with
that authority and be ready to continue to fight for our civil rights and equal justice under the law.”



